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NIGHT SKY 
BY SUSAN YANKOWITZ 
Directed by Assunta Kent 
Scenic Design, Perry Fertig 
Lighting Design, Jamie Grant 
Costume Design, Joan Larkins Mather 
Sound Design, John Horton 
SETIING 
Lecture Hall, Apartment, Hospital and other locations in New 
York City. Recent times. 
Act I runs 1 hour and Act II runs 45 minutes, with one 15-minute 
intermission. 
"The video and/or audio recording of this performance by any 
means whatsoever are strictly prohibited." We also ask that as 
a courtesy to the actors and other audience members that you 
turn off all cell phones and refrain from making any distracting 
noise during the show. No food and drink are allowed within the 
auditorium. 
Late arrivals will be accommodated at the discretion of the 
House Manager. 
"Night Sky" 
is presented by special arrangement with 
SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 
Director~s Note 
Stars, like thoughts, are not inevitable. Out of the diffuse 
disorder something may or may not coalesce, and floating specks 
in space find each other very escapable ... When consolidation 
does happen, it is usually precipitated by an outside force: a 
density wave, a nearby supernova . . . and those specks that 
once were strangers, "easy come easy go," are now drafted into 
the same turbulent, raging-hot high pressure project - not just 
pressed close but pressed into each other . .. 
(Amy Leach, Things That Are) 
The same may be said of our strongest human relationships (and 
often of theatre productions) - they are not inevitable and 
requ ire great energy. I want to thank all the students, faculty, 
staff and community members, inside and beyond USM Theatre 
for combining their energy to mount this exploration of the 
turbulence, the attraction and repulsion, the forces that 
simultaneously draw us together and threaten to fling us apart. 
It has been our pleasure to present Susan Yankowitz's intricately 
wrought play which threads together a series of interlocking 
metaphors: of inner and outer space, of the energetic bonds 
between heavenly and human bodies, and of black holes: both in 
the universe and within our minds. 
We hope some of the images and ideas remain with you long 
after the fina l curtain - and help you to navigate the mysteries, 
joys and sorrows of your own celestial journey. 
Dr. Assunta Kent 
Cast 
Anna .............................. . 
Daniel ............................ . 
Jennifer ......................... . 
Bill .................................. . 
Mary Kate Ganza 
Callie Cox (Understudy) 
Joseph D. Sibley 
Clare McKelway 
Cameron Wright 
Bruce, an Aphasic Patient/Reporter .. David Bliss 
Speech Therapist ......... . 
Doctor/Sa les Lady ......... . 
French Interpreter ....... . 
Physical Therapist/Ticketseller .. 




Assistant Stage Manager: 
Assistant Director: 
Technical Director: 
Pamela Yvette Smith 























Light Board Operator: 
Sound Board Operator: 
Lake Bellavance, Thomas 
Campbell, James Futter, Eben 
Robichaud, Emily Waller, Zach 
McEwen, Angela Paolucci, and the 
students of Stagecraft Practicum. 
James Futter, Emily Waller 
Ashley Rose, Joe Sibley, Elinor 
Strandskov and the students of the 
Costuming Practicum 
James Futter 
Martin Bodenheimer, Christa 




Eric Berry-Sandelin, Owen Carten, 
Taylor Gervais, Kelsey Michaud 
Jake Boyce, Craig Gatterau, 




Coordinator of Arts Promotion: Erin Bartoletti 
Box Office/Front End Supervisor: Matthew Dobson 
Theatre Administrative Specialist: Lil Campbell 
Theatre Box Office Coordinator: Ashley Rose 
Box Office Managers: 
Theatre House Managers: 
Show Caterers (Opening Night): 
Hannah Perry, Tyler Jama, 
Katherine Cioe 
Ashley Rood, John Lepper 
Matthew Dobson, 
Ashley Rood 
A Season Flex Pass - 6 tickets for $45-a much Cheaper Rate! 
Even better you can use your tickets in any combination you choose (but 
only two tickets per pass for the Musical). You can use all 6 tickets to one 
show or use 2 tickets per show to 3 shows, or any other combination. You 
can invite friends or family. However you need to reserve your seats in 
advance as we don't know which day you w ill choose to attend! 
Reserving is easy: you can call the box office (780-5151) and leave a 
message with your name, the date and time of the performance you want 
to attend and your phone number; or you can reserve on line by yourself. 
Your Season Flex Pass code is going to be emai led to you at the time of 
purchase. No need to carry a card, the box office will have it in the 
reservation system. 
Tickets and Box Oflice: $15 general public; 
$11 seniors, USM employees & alumni; $8 students 
(207} 780·5151, TTY780-5646 
usm.maine.edu/tneatire facebook.com/usmtheatre 
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Cast Biographies 
Alyssa Rojecki (Doctor/Sales Lady), from Gorham, is a fourth 
year student at USM majoring in Theatre with a minor in Busi-
ness Marketing. You may recognize her as Alice Sycamore in last 
fall's show You Can't Take it With You or last spring in the Stu-
dent Performing Artist's Oy Vey! as Blanche. She would like to 
thank her friends and family for their support. Enjoy the show! 
David Bliss (Bruce, the aphasic patient/Waiter/Reporter/Boor at 
Party/HS Boy) is a sophomore Theatre major at USM, hailing 
from Portland. His previous work at USM has been as a member 
of the deck crew for You Can't Take it With You, The Zoo Story 
and The American Dream, as well as playing the role of Harold 
Minkovsky in SPA's production of Oy Vey! He sincerely hopes 
you all enjoy Night Sky and its beautiful message about life, 
language, and the stars! 
Callie Cox (Physical Therapist/Ticketseller/ Anna understudy) is a 
sophomore Theatre major from Ellsworth. Previous cred its 
include Spencer Perry in 8 (USM), Joanne Jefferson in Rent 
(Penobscot Theatre), and an ensemble member in The Vagina 
Monologues (Student Performing Artists, USM). When not on 
stage, Callie serves as Props Master here at USM; most recent 
credits include Night Sky and Orlando (Spring 2013). She is 
incredibly grateful for this experience, and hopes you enjoy the 
show. 
Eileen Hanley (French Interpreter) is a senior Musical Theater 
major with a minor in French. Some of her favorite roles include 
Diana Morales in A Chorus Line, Natal ie in All Shook Up, and 
Squeaky Fromme in Assassins. In her spare time she likes to sing, 
write, speak French, and obsess over Breaking Bad. 
Mary Kate Ganza (Anna) is a senior Theatre major/ Art History 
minor from Waterville. She has most recently appeared as a 
member of the chorus in Orlando, although her favorite role at 
USM was easily Shelby in Steel Magnolias with the Student 
Performing Artists. She would like to thank her friends and 
fami ly for their endless support and the cast and crew of Night 
Sky for being so darn awesome. 
Clare McKelway (Jennifer) grew up in Belgrade Lakes and 
graduated from Messa lonskee High School in Oakland. She is a 
sophomore Theatre major and has performed with her high 
school theatre, and Lakewood Theatre in Mad ison as we ll as t he 
Student Performing Artists. This is her first Main Stage show, and 
she has greatly enjoyed tackling it. 
Joseph D. Sibley (Daniel) is a sen ior Theatre major originally 
from Boothbay Harbor. Joseph has been seen on the USM stage 
previously in The Drowsy Chaperone (Gangster #2), Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell (Calpernia Addams), and in the staged reading of 8 
(Jeff Zarillo) as we ll as the School of Music's production of The 
Wild Party. This past summer he interned with Theatre West 
Virginia performing in The Wizard of Oz (Ensemble), Rocket Boys 
(Sherman Siers) and in their two historical shows Hatfields and 
McCoys (T.C. Crawford) and Honey in the Rock (Ensemble). 
When not on stage, Joseph's work as Hair and Makeup designer 
can be seen in many of USM's productions. He would like to 
thank the entire staff at USM for giving him so many 
opportunities over his three and a half years. 
Pamela Yvette Smith (Speech Therapist) is a junior Theatre 
major, minoring in Media Studies. Past positions at USM include 
Assistant Stage Manager for Orlando and Hedda Gabler. She is a 
recipient of the Grannia Theatre Scholarship, a member of the 
Golden Key International Honor Society, and a veteran who has 
served 20 years of active duty for the United States Army. 
Pamela is a native of Claxton, Georgia and wishes to express her 
sincere gratitude to God, her family and friends for their 
continuous support and love. 
Cameron Wright (Bill) is a sophomore Musical Theatre student 
hailing from Ellsworth. He most recently appeared on the USM 
stage in the ensemble of Die Fledermaus and will be playing Billy 
Nolan in a few short weeks in the Musical Theatre Program's 
production of Carrie. He wou ld like to thank the entire cast and 
crew for their hard work and dedication to this show. 
Ashley Rood (Assistant Director, Understudy), from 
Bowdoinham, has worked on wardrobe crew for several 
productions here at USM and acted in /nook and the Sun (2010). 
Her favorite theater experiences have been directing The Vagina 
Monologues (2013) and acting in Aida as Nehebka (Studio 51) 
and Once Upon a Mattress as Queen Aggravain (Mt. Ararat High 
School). She wishes to thank the cast and crew for an amazing 
learning experience. 
Zac Stearn (ASL Interpreter) is in his sophomore year at USM and 
is very excited to be a part of Night Sky. This will be the third 
time Zac has appeared on the Main Stage at Russell Hall. 
Previous credits include roles in 8 and Orlando. When he is not 
acting, Zac spends most of his time working on his stand-up 
comedy routine and his music. He tours consistently throughout 
the year doing 40 to 50 comedy/concert shows a year! 
Staff Biographies 
Dr. Assunta Kent (Director) Associate Professor of Theatre, 
Honors, and Women and Gender Studies, teaches theatre 
history, dramatic literature, oral interpretation, performance art 
and Medieval Cultural history. She earned a BS in Applied Life 
Science before turning to Theatre for her lifelong vocation. Over 
the past 19 years, she has directed both contemporary and clas-
sical plays at USM including /nook and the Sun (Henry Beissel), 
Die Fledermaus, Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi (Puccini), 
Beaumarchais' The Marriage of Figaro, Power: A Living Newspa-
per, the Student-written One-Act Plays, A Dream of 
Canaries, The Rokujo Lady's Passion, The Danube, Sinners Saints 
and Fools, Multi-Medi@tion, Life in the Late 20th, and the Indian 
Sanskrit classic, Shakuntala and the Ring of Recognition. She 
has been supported by two Maine Humanities Grants as a 
dramaturg. She has also directed premieres of Wolf Song (Annie 
Finch) at Mayo Street Arts and Daughters of Iran (Reza Jalali) for 
both USM and UNE. Dr. Kent is also the author of Maria Irene 
Fornes and Her Critics and prefaces for At Play: An Anthology of 
Maine Drama, which includes the award winning Ugly Ducklings 
by Carolyn Gage. She is the New England Theatre Journal's 
archival reviewer for Portland Stage. She has enjoyed working 
across Departments and Program on the theme of Night Sky and 
wants to thank her enthusiastic cast and crew for embracing the 
wonders of this beautifully written piece! 
Jamie Grant (Lighting Designer) Lighting Design cred its 
include- Resident Designer for the Portland Ballet Company for 
the past 12 years. Maine Choral Arts Society/Portland Ballet: The 
Armed Man, Requiem, Carmina Burana, The Unicorn, 
the Gorgon, & the Manticore. PORTopera: Madame Butterfly, 
La Fi/le Du Regiment, Hansel und Gretel, Romeo et Juliette, 
Barber of Seville, Don Giovanni. Good Theater: August: Osage 
County, Moonlight and Magnolias, Spitfire Grill, Frost/Nixon, 
Light Up the Sky, Forum, Stones in His Pockets, Rabbit Hole. 
Portland Symphony Orchestra: The Magic of Christmas. The 
Originals: Abundance, A Lie of the Mind, Salt Water Moon, The 
Force of Change, Proof, Fuddy Meers, Man of La Mancha. Jamie 
is the General Manager for the Westbrook Performing Arts 
Center, on the web at WestbrookPAC.org 
Joan Larkins Mather (Costume Designer) received a MFA in 
Costume Design at Californ ia State University, Fullerton. She 
joined USM's faculty in 2012, and teaches in the areas of 
costuming and makeup. She has designed professionally for 
Stonington Opera House Arts, Theatre at Monmouth, the 
Western Stage, Good Company Players, Maples Repertory 
Theatre, Cabaret Repertory Theatre, and the Central California 
Ba llet. Other professional work includes costume construction at 
Maine State Music Theatre, the American Conservatory Theatre, 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre; the Utah Shakespeare Festival, Cal 
Shakes and the Great River Shakespeare Festival. Her designs for 
A Midsummer Night's Dream at Truman State University were 
featured in the 2005 World Stage Design exhibition. 
Perry Fertig (Scenic Designer, Technical Director) In addition to 
his work at USM, Perry recently served as Technical Director for 
PORTopera's La Boheme and Madame Butterfly. Before moving 
back to Maine, he was working in Philadelphia for Ursinus 
College, the Fringe Arts Festival, and the Philadelphia Theatre 
Company. He is also a Flying Director for Foy lnventerprises, 
most recently flying Mary Poppins for Maine State Music 
Theatre. 
John Horton (Sound Designer) is happy to return to his third 
year of Theatre at USM as Sound Designer for Night Sky. His 
recent work has included sound design for Dracula at the Theatre 
Workshop of Nantucket, and Technical Director for The Freaks 
Club with the Snowlion Repertory Company. 
Ashley Rose (Stage Manager) is a sophomore Theatre major, 
Educational Studies minor from Boston. This is her first time 
stage managing at USM. She has previously worked as an 
Assistant Stage Manager for last spring's opera Die Fleder-
maus, on wardrobe crews for Glass Menagerie and Orlando, and 
co-costume designed for the Student Performing Artists' show 
Oy Vey! She would like to thank Dr. Kent, Ashley Rood, Ca llie Cox 
and the entire cast and crew for this amazing experience! 
Author~s Biography 
Susan Yankowitz (Playwright) was born in Newark, New Jersey, 
in 1941. She graduated from Sarah Lawrence College and the 
Yale School of Drama. During the 1960s, Yankowitz began her 
professional career as a member of Joseph Chaikin's Open 
Theater group, where she authored Terminal, a groundbreaking 
collaborative play about human mortality. Fol lowing the Open 
Theater, Yankowitz went on to form her own distinctive voice by 
writing richly symbolic, socia lly-conscious works. Night Sky was 
written in response to Chaikin's post-stroke aphasia. She has 
authored A Knife in the Heart, Slain in the Spirit, and Phaedra in 
Delirium, as well as demonstrating her versatil ity with Cheri, an 
opera, and True Romances, a musical collaboration with Elmer 
Bernstein. Yankowitz also has published Silent Witness, an 
acclaimed novel, and wrote Prison Game, a play for television. 
USM Theatre Circle of Friends THANK YOU!! 
We want to acknowledge in our programs the various supporters of 
the Department of Theatre who help is in a multitude of ways. Thank 
you to all of our supporters who have contributed behind the scenes in 
previous years. These are the contributions received since September 
1, 2011, and up until the printing of this program. 
Broadway Star ($2500 and Above) 
Producer ($1000 to $2499) 
Mr, Edward R. Wollenberg, Mrs. Susan Wollenberg, & the Wollenberg 
Foundation 
Director ($500 to $999) 
Designer ($250 to $499) 
Ms. Christenia Alden-Kinne 
Actor ($100 to $249) 
Anonymous 
Mr. Charles S. Kading 
Mr. James Pizzo and Ms. Polito 
Stage Manager (Up to $99) 
Anonymous, Ms. Cynthia Brown, Ms. Valerie Carter, Mr. Howard Faulk-
ner, Dr. Joyce Taylor Gibson, Mr. Peter Holm, Prof. Assunta B. Kent, 
Ms. Maydean Kimball, Mrs. Juliana J. L'Heureux'83, Ms. Sarah McClain, 
Miss Kathleen F. Potts '85, Mrs. Stephanie Publicker, Pat Red, Ms. Kath-
leen Walsh, Mr. and Mrs. Serber '68, Mr. William Steele, Mr. John D. 
Toye 
Your support of the arts will ensure that we can continue presenting 
vibrant theatrical performances in the community as well as fulfilling 
our educational mission. (Your donation is tax deductible) 
For Information on how to donate please see your House Manager, or 
visit us online at: www.usm.maine.edu/theatre 
Special T hanks! 
Gerald Lasala of USM Physics Dept, Edward Gleason of 
Southworth Planetarium, Samantha Langley-Turnbaugh 
and Lourdes Alvarez and the ADVANCE Initiative to 
Study Women in STEM and Socia l Sciences, Lucinda 
Cole and Lauren Webster LaFrance of USM Women and 
Gender Studies, Kameren Aikins, Shannon Esslinger for 
rehearsal wheelchair, Ashley Guppy, Pamela Yvette 
Smith and her donors, Maine State Music Theatre, 
Gorham House for the hospital bed, Auburn Church of 
the Nazarene for wheelchair, Amy Mussman and Maine 
State Music Theatre, Emily Waller. 
And ... 
Leo and Beverly Glaude, Tina and Tom Callahan, 
Pat Olsen, Maryanne Tubbs, Steve Belanger, and 
Annemarie and Bruce Albiston - supporters of the 
upcoming Maine Aphasia Center 
(FMI: Annemarie13@hotmail.com) 
cruel ye1 compasslomue, nnarlons amt neartwarming 
The Cripple 
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The Kennedy Center 
THE JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
The Kennedy Center American College Theater 
FestivaffM 46, part of the Rubenstein Arts Access 
Program, is generously funded by 
David and Alice Rubenstein. 
Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart 
Bernstein and Wilma E. Bernstein; Dr. Gerald and Paula 
McNichols Foundation; the National Committee for the 
Performing Arts; The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable 
Trust; and Beatrice and Anthony Welters and the AnBryce 
Foundation. 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this 
national theater education program are to identify and promote 
quality in college-level theater production. To this end, each 
production entered is eligible for a response by a regional 
KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are 
invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving 
scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, 
directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers 
and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for 
invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be 
considered for national awards recognizing outstanding 
achievement in production, design, direction and performance. 
Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the 
KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. 
By entering this production, our theater department is sharing 
in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the 
exemplary work produced in college and university theaters 
across the nation. 
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by Da\,id h<e:s (adapted from Moliere) Septtmbcr 26 - October 13, 2013 - M11IJ1r Pmnint 
VIGILS 
by Noah Hai&k - January 16 - f-ebruaty2, 2014 - M.aitu' Prtmitre 
Orphans 
by lyle Kessler - March 13 ~ 30, 2014 
Grey Gardens 
book by Doug Wngh.t, mllSic by Scott Franke.I, tyrics by Michael Korie 
I Mq29 - ..... 22,2014 - M,;~-.;,,, · -~= 24 M1l5h« Street, South Portland , , • HM H-owt 207-730-2389 • 
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lfab»-ly Brll[ffi Brass: 
A Tl1bu!e to the PhWp Jones Brass Ensemble and 
Iha London Brass, featuring Setty Rm.es., trumpet 
Friday, Sepll!mber 13 at 8 p.m. 
Old-FasNoned Outdoor Sand Concffl 
USU Concert Band 
Saturmv. Sepmmber 28 al 1 p.m. 
On the Green ooeside oi Corthel Hall 
Spoosor. ARAMARK 
Th!! BeautlfUI B's: &ch, Beethovan, and Brahms 
Laura Kargul, piano 
Friday. Octcter 18 at 8 p.m. 
Spoosor. Dr. DahlJa and AnJwr L Handman 
An Evening of Brahms, l<oclaly and Others 
WiWam Rounds, ceflo; SayurfMlyamoleti piano 
Friday, Octdler 25 at S p.m. · 
CARRIE Iha m11$1ca1 
The Uaine Pnmiie'fa based on the Honor Clanlc 
Friday·St.may, Nolernber 1--3 
Spmsor. Saro & Blddefom ~ lrlstilution 
The Ntw Standard 
Bn!nt :L.aCasce and the Faeulty Jazz Ensemble 
Friday, NC!'i'ember 15 at 8 p.m. 
Unllnlshed Masterpiece: 
Schubert's Unllttlshed Symphony and 
t.lorart's R11quil!ffl 
Hlgh School Choral lrwlta!Jonal 
Frida\t, Noverrber 16 at 8 p.m. 
Uerrill Auditcrium.. Portland 
Sponsors: Macpage LLG; Mttrrax Plumb & Mtnray 
Joyous Sounds for_ a Festive Sa3SOR 
USM Chamber Smg«s 
Tuesliay, December 3 at 7::30 p.m. 
Ylilis10n·lmmanuel Urited Owrc:h, Portland 
Sponsor: Norway Savlftgs Bank 
23rd Annual Holiday Schollll'Sblp Ga~ 
La St,glone delta wee Vmezl\uta. 
A Venetian, Sea.son of Ught 
Friday, Decmt,er 6 at 5:30 p.m. 
Abran.."Ol'l Ccmmunit>J Educa1ion Cmtar, Portland 
Sponsor: PtJr!fand ~ 
UNIVERSITY or: USU Youth Ensamhles Instrumental Conom 
Thumby, Novembl!t 14 at 7 p..m. 
Merrill Auditorium, Pa1land usm.maine.edu/music ~ SOUTHERN MAINE 
Spcnsor:Afa~ fMI 207-780-5555 >elltVJI) • liCffll.l< • Ulll,TOij • Clll lf£ 




Andre R. Hemond 
Aphasia Retreat Weekend 
June 6-8, 2014 
Pine Tree Camp 
Rome, ME 









by Susan Yankowitz-Directed by Assunta Kent 
November 
THE CRIPPLE OF INISHMAAN 
By Martin McDonagh-Directed by Thomas Power 
February 
DOUBT 
By John Patrick Shanley-Directed by William Steele 
At the Studio Theatre at Portland Stage 
March 
THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD 
A musical by Rupert Holmes-Directed by Wil Kilroy 
Musical Direction by Edward Reichert 
April 
IN THE UNDERWORLD-A DARKLY COMIC OPERETTA 
By Germaine Tillion-Directed by Meghan Brodie 
Musical Direction by Jonathan Marro 
Tickets and Box Olfice: S15 genera l public. 
$11 seniors. USM employees & alumni. $8 students 
(207) 780-5151. TTY 780-5646 
usm. maine.ed u /theatre facebook.com/usmtheatre 
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